T*HE more we retreat from perfect animals, the nearer we approach thofe which refpire imperfectly, and from which we obtain coarfe and even dangerous aliment: thus we obferve, that when an animal refpires freely, it affords us a more nutritious albumen and jelly;
we can in fome degree afcertain this nutritive property, and its refpedtive falubrity, by the organs of refpiration, and by thofe of the circulation, which depend on the former. Hence the animals which are deprived of thefe organs, are to us a&ual poifons; and in proportion as we afcend in the fcale of animal compofition, thefe poifons drminifh, and nutriment increafes. - 
